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JOURNAL OF EDWARD DAVID MILES 

[p74]  And then I was a working in a coach maker’s shop for several 

months a preaching on a Sunday out in the villages in the Country.  I 

preached in the following places: Aberystwyth, Penparcau, 

LLanbadarn [all in Ceredigion], Bute Street [Cardiff], Comins Coch, 

Capel Seion, Tywyn Merionethshire, Machynlleth, Llanrynstud, Llanon, 

Port…, Cl…, Tregaron, Bontllanr……, and in several times and other 

different places until I was appointed to go to Pembrokeshire to 

preside over the Conference.  The Area Conference was united in 

one the English and Welsh one the first of February the appointment 

was to take place 1856.  The appointment was in the Star [Millenial 

Star] and w… .  And I came according to appointment and 

preached to the saints on the Works for 14 months of which I have 

not kept account of until the Reformation in March 1856. 
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[p75]  But in this time I can remember the places I preached at 

different times as follows: the town of Haverfordwest in several 

places Milford, Hakin, Penally, Lydstep, Manorhire, Jameston, 

Hundleton, Monkton, Cuffern Mountain Glyn-neath Glamorganshire, 

Dukestown Breconshire Penesa Monmouthshire, Mathry but I have 

preached several times in many of these places and have baptized 

many but have not kept the count of them.  And I have layed hands 

on many of the sick and they have recovered.  I have blessed many 

children in the Church and I have confirmed many and also 

ordained many to different officers.  This is a brief account of the 

time before I kept the account of my travels daily.  And that was 

March 12 1857. 
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[p76]  March 12, 1857 Reformation commenced in Wales in Swansea 

ud.. some office I attended a priesthood meeting there and after 

commenced to keep the Word of Wisdom and live according to 

every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  I was 

rebaptized in the sea by President Daniel Daniels and reconfirmed 

by Elder Isard Evans.  I fasted all day til 10 o’clock at night. 

13.  And I traveled 18 to Glyn-neath from Swansea by rail.  Attended 

a council in the morning at 9 o’clock.  Slept in my Brother Edmun’s 

house at night and truly enjoyed myself there. 

14.  Traveled from Glyn-neath to Haverfordwest 80 miles by rail in 

company with Brother Benson. 

15.  At Haverfordwest prayer meeting in the morning at 10, in the 

afternoon at 2 and at 6.  I preached in the three meetings in 

company with Brother Benson. 

16.  Walked 8 miles from Haverfordwest to Sutton and had a 

preaching meeting.  Brother Benson preached reformation to the 

saints and the Word.  He preached very powerful he took off his coat 

to preach to them in the house. 
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[p 77]   March 17.  Traveled from Haverfordwest to Camarthen 32 

miles.  Preached there at 7 Reformation to the saints administered in 

the ordinance of anointing and laying on of hands to a little child by 

the request of his parents.  Slept with Brother Benson. 

18.  Traveled from Camarthen to Haverfordwest 32 miles.  Preached 

Reformation in a meeting that night to the saints. 

19.  Traveled to Sutton and back 8 miles.  Preached Reformation and 

rebaptized 3 and reconfirmed 3.  William Howels and Martha Roberts  

senior and Martha Roberts junior, daughter of above. 

20.  At Haverfordwest took a walk out to Freystrop and back to 

Brother Benson’s house.  It was a very wet night.  Walked 6 miles. 

21.  Walked 16 miles from Haverfordwest to Fishguard. 

22.  At Fishguard had 2 meetings.  I preached to the saints in the 2 

meetings and slept in Mary Jenkin’s house and she also fed me. 

23.  At Fishguard and took a walk in the morning and rebaptized 3 at 

night and reconfirmed them Eliza Williams, Catherine Jenkins, Mary 

Ann Jenkins – two nice good girls, faithful servants. 
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[p 78]  And also Brother William Grance Taylor came up to me to talk 

about the principals and had taken some intoxicating … in order to 

be more bold and he fell away and apostatized. 

22.  Walked from Fishguard to Cuffern Mountain.  Preached 

Reformation to the saints and rebaptized 7 and baptized one new 

one and reconfirmed 4.  Walked in to Haverfordwest at 19 miles. 

25.  At Haverfordwest at meeting preached and rebaptized 4 John 

and George Gibbs and William and John White and reconfirmed 2. 

26.  At Haverfordwest a making up the accounts of the  

2 7.  Conference and writing letters concerning 

28.  the emigration and so forth. 

29.  At Haverfordwest held a council commenced at 9 o’clock, 

closed at 4 afternoon and made the appointment out for the 

Brethren to go out to preach to their different fields of labour.  I 

presided the council and we had another meeting at 6 o’clock I 

preached there the last meeting we had in the room in Hill Street we 

gave up the room at that time. 
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[p 79]  March 30.  Walked from Haverfordwest to Stepaside 19 miles.  

Preached the Reformation and rebaptized 3 and baptized 2 that 

was out of the Church and confirmed them the same night. 

31.  At Tenby preached Reformation and rebaptized 8 persons and 

reconfirmed.  I traveled 6 miles. 

April 1.  At Tenby reconfirmed 7, at 12 o’clock and then walked 10 

miles to Pembroke and preached Reformation the same night but 

circumstances would not permit to baptize them but they all felt to 

do so when convenient. 

2.  Traveled from Pembroke to Haverfordwest 11 miles. 

3.   In Haverfordwest a writing in the morning and rebaptized 6 in the 

evening and 1 the first time and reconfirmed 6.  In the number was 

Mary White and Jane Mar Ann – 2 good girls and faithful saints. 

4.  In Haverfordwest a writing letters. 

5.  Sunday walked to Freystrop and Sutton and back to 

Haverfordwest.  Preached in Sutton from 12 til 4 took food with Sister 

robberts Sutton Mountain a good woman and got a nice daughter, 

Martha Ann Roberts.  Walked 14 miles. 
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[p 80]  A meeting at Haverfordwest at 6 o’clock.  I preached, I 

confirmed 2 William Bowen, Julia Gibbs. 

6.  At Haverfordwest preached there.  I preached there. 

7.  Walked from Haverfordwest to Fishguard 16 miles.  I slept and fed 

in Mary Jenkin’s house.  May the God of Heaven bless her for it. 

8.  At Fishguard gave an appointment to preach out at half past 6 

o’clock but I could not stand long the mob rose and shouted and 

kept those that was wanting to listen from so doing and the stones 

began to fly about the house and we thought it wisdom to keep the 

door open and stand on the door and receive the stones more so 

than have the door broke and they surrounded the house for 2 hours 

until I was obliged in company with Sister Catherine Jenkins to leave 

the house and go through the mob and they followed us for nearly 

half a mile and throwed stones at us and dirt.  I received one severe 

blow from a stone in the pit of my stomach.  One of the leaders 

name is David Jenkins a Parson started the mob at first. 
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[p 81]  April 9.  Walked 16 miles to Cardigan a little town on the 

seashore for the purpose of preaching the gospel and spreading the 

printed word.  And when I went in sight of the town, and there it 

rained heavy.  I bowed myself on the road side before my Heavenly 

Father and held the umbrella over my head and I prayed to God to 

remove the darkness and prejudice from the minds of the people.  I 

slept at Thomas Watkins Carpenter Cardigan Bridge and bore my 

testimony unto him. 

10.  I traveled to Gelger… (walked 8 miles) to sell books and to testify 

of the Work to the people (many) …  

11.  in Cardigan selling tracts. 

12.  Sunday preached out to a large congregation.  At 5 o’clock it 

was a wet day and the rain prevented me to preach much to them 

there. 

13.  A selling tracts in … dogmas and preached out at 7 evening.  

Walked 6 miles. 

14.  Walked through the country about 7 miles and preached at Blain 

Waine in a house and took dinner in a farm house near by there.   
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[p 82]  April 15.  At Cardigan town a selling tracts and a 

16.  bearing my testimony to the people but they 

17.  are full of traditions and superstitions 

18.  and prejudice towards the principals of truth. 

19.  I preached in Cardigan Town near the church in the morning at 

11 o’clock and the police came to try to stop me but in vain I told 

him that I had preached one half a hour and that I was again to 

preach another half hour.  And I pulled out my licence and showed 

him and he shock touched by reading it and he stood back but 

some one sent him again.  When it was time to close the meeting 

and he told me if I would not stop preaching that he would take me 

to the lock up.  I said if I have transgressed the law take me but if I 

had not for him to look to the consequence.  And after I bore my 

testimony I closed through prayer and appointed another meeting 

at 4 o’clock in another part of the town.  And I invited the police to 

come there and all the congregation and had a large congregation 

there and was invited to tea by one of the Baptism members. 
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[p 83]  April 20.  In Cardigan Town a selling tracts. 

21.  Walked to Newport 10 miles weather fine. 

22.  I walked to Fishguard 6 miles wet weather. 

23.  In Fishguard kept a meeting but was stopped by violence of 

mobs.  They rushed in to the house and abused one of the sisters 

severely.  And she had a summons of him Thomas Arbite Butchers.  

He was the leader and one David Jenkins but they wanted us to 

settle it before we went on to the magistrate meeting and we did so. 

24.  Walked from Fishguard to Haverfordwest 16 miles.  It rained all 

the way and blowed and 

25.  in Haverfordwest a whaling very wet day. 

26.  Preached out in Haverfordwest top of Dear(?) Street and had a 

saint meeting in Sutton at 1 o’clock and after eating victuals with 

Brother g Roberts he and Sister Roberts Junior accompanied me into 

Haverfordwest and walked 8 miles and had to open counsel them. 

27.  at Haverfordwest out on the Castel Back and was shouted from 

there. 

28.  In Haverfordwest weather fine. 

29.  In Haverfordwest a saint meeting. 

30.  Went from Haverfordwest to Pembroke and preached out.  

Walked 11 miles. 
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[p 84]  May 1857 

1.  In Pembroke in the morning in company with Brother William 

Thomas.  Walked through the country and sold tracts and preached 

out at Jameston at 7 o’clock and took supper in at John Tomkins’ 

house and slept in John Davis’ house.  Walked about 10 miles when 

or “bear near” Tenby. 

2.  Went from Manorbier to Tenby and from there to Pembroke.  

Walked 16 miles. 

3.  A saint meeting for Pembroke and Lydstep Branch in Pembroke.  I 

preached 2 hours there and from there to Castlemartin and 

preached out there a road meeting and from there to Angle and 

preached there at 6 o’clock.  Had about a hundred people to listen 

and after the meeting came a drunken man up and followed us out 

of the place wanting us to answer him questions.  And he came and 

wanted to stop us to walk the road and came about a mile out of 

the village.  And we could not get rid of him until I told him that if 

came any farther that I would strike him down.  Traveled 19 miles to 

Milford. 
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[p 85]  May 4.  In Milford preached out at Penally(?) and was 

approached by a sailor which spoke after me for about 10 minutes 

but I stood up boldly to defend the principles.  (Walked 3 miles.)  

After he closed and he would not stop but walked right away and 

proved that he was guilty and could not stand but I was a 

convincing with them there for about 2 hours after the meeting.  The 

subject I preached upon was the Revelations and Manifestations of 

the Power of God in these days. 

5.  Walked from Milford to Haverfordwest 7 miles and Brother Miller 

came down from spending that day in Haverfordwest. 

6.  Took to walk with Brother Miller around town and a saint meeting 

at night Brother Miller and preached 

7.  at Sutton.  Preached Reformation there in company with Brother 

Miller.  Walked back to Haverfordwest that night, about 8 miles in all.  

And sister Martha Ann Roberts was in my company back to 

Haverfordwest. 

8.  In Haverfordwest preached out at night to a large congregation 

of people by the North kills (kilns) and was shouted … with many 

shouts. 

 Milford Haven, 1829 
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[p 86]  May 9.  Took a walk through the town with Brother Miller.  It 

was very fine weather all day. 

10.  A saint meeting in the morning at 10.  I preached to the saints 

and also I preached in the Castle Square in the open air at 

Haverfordwest and at 4 I attended a preaching meeting on the 

North Kills (kilns).  Brother Miller preached.  I opened the meeting 

through prayer and we had a preaching meeting in George Gibbs’ 

house at 6 o’clock.  I preached there. 

11.  Traveled from Haverfordwest to Stepaside.  Walked 20 miles.  

Preached Reformation to the saints.  Slept in Brother B. Howel’s 

house. 

12.  Went to Saundersfoot and preacher in a house.  Brother Miller 

preached there and we walked to Tenby after 9 miles in all that day. 

13.  Walked 10 miles to Pembroke and preached to a large 

congregation in the East End but a mob rose and shouted us out 

from there. 

14.  Traveled from Pembroke to Milford.  Visited the Dock yard at 

Patten.  Went all through it.  There is about 3,000 men a working 

there.  We went down to Milford in a boat from Patten.  Very fair 

weather. 

 

 

Milford Haven boat dock 
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[p 87]   May  Preached out at Milford in the front street I preached 

first and Brother Miller after me and the police came and 

demanded a licence of Brother Miller but he had no licence.  He left 

it in S… but I gave an appointment out to preach this night week in 

the same place and time.  I have my licence with me.  Walked 10 

miles. 

15.  Walked 7 miles to Haverfordwest and I preached out in Dine 

Street at 7 o’clock but not many attended the meeting.  I preached 

an hour. 

16.  At Haverfordwest a making up the accounts for the Conference 

tomorrow.  The Book Accounts. 

17.  Sunday we held a conference meeting in the morning in 

George Gibbs’ house.  In the afternoon in the bottom of Prendergast 

and at 5 o’clock in St. Thomas Green.  Brother Miller preached in 

Prendergast and Brother Henry Harris and myself in St. Thomas Green.  

Brother Miller and myself went into the Moravian Chapel after 

meeting in again they tried to convert us thank God. 

 

   

. 

 

The Moravian Church, also known as the Bohemian 

Brethren (Latin: Unitas Fratrum, meaning Unity of 

the Brethren), is a Protestant denomination. Its 

religious heritage began in 1457 in Kunvald, Bohemia, 

Czech Crown lands. It places a high premium on 

Christian unity, personal piety, missions, and music. 

The church's emblem is the Lamb of God with the flag of 

victory, surrounded by the Latin inscription: Vicit agnus 

noster, eum sequamur, or in English: "Our Lamb has 

conquered, let us follow Him" 
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[p 88] May 18.  In Haverfordwest accompanied Brother Miller to the 

train and preached in a saint meeting that night. 

19.  Traveled from Haverfordwest to Roch Castle 8 miles and 

published a meeting to preach out there and preached to a large 

congregation til dark in company with Brother Henry Harris.  Slept in 

Brother Reynolds’ house that night. 

 Roch Castle, Haverfordwest 

20.  Came back to Haverfordwest and went out to Sutton and 

preached in Sutton Village.  Walked back to Haverfordwest that 

night.   Walked 14 miles quite wet all day. 

21.  Walked from Haverfordwest to Milford a preaching according to 

appointment the last week to a large congregation.  And there 

came a man and offered a glass of beer to me while preaching, a 

sailor.  I was in the company of Brother Henry Harris walked 8 miles. 

22.  Walked back to Haverfordwest through Freystrop and 

administered in the ordinances for healing the sick to Brother William 

Bowen and preached out in Dent Street Haverfordwest to a large 

and ignorant congregation and they shouted us from there.  Walked 

9 miles. 
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[p 89]  May 23.  In Haverfordwest in the morning walked to Fishguard 

in the afternoon 15 miles with Brother Harris. 

24.  Sunday in Fishguard we held a preaching meeting and at 11 a 

saint meeting at 2 and a preaching meeting at 4 o’clock out in the 

Square the middle of the town.  I preached with so much power until 

they heard all over the town and caused a great excitement there 

among the people and there was one man used all his influence he 

could to put the children to keep a noise and prevent us but I had 

greater influence on them. 

25.  Walked from Fishguard to Bayngwin(?) 15 miles and slept in a 

independent preacher’s house.  He had a nice little girl and she was 

very kind to us.  Brother Harris and myself we bore our testimony to 

her faithfully. 

26.  Started to Brother Thomas’ house near Roch Castle and from 

there to Brother Reynolds’ house and back to Roch Castle to preach 

out at 7 o’clock to an attentive congregation.  Walked to 

Haverfordwest that night.  Walked 15 miles. 
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[p 90]  May 27.  At Haverfordwest accompanying Brother Harris to 

the train.  Preached in a  saint meeting that night at Haverfordwest. 

28.  Went from Haverfordwest to Pembroke and from there to Tenby 

and preached in Martha Beeds’ house on the Green in Tenby.  

Walked 20 miles too wet to preach out. 

29.  Went to Saundersfoot at 7 o’clock and (police demanded a 

licence) delivered a lecture there on the Revelations and 

Manifestations of the Power of God in the last days. (Drunken men 

annoyed me.)  Walked 7 miles and slept in Sister Williams’. 

30.  In Stepaside took a walk in the morning to see the Coal pits in 

company of Brother Thomas.  I was taken very ill this day with pain 

and giddiness in my head.  Walked 3 miles. 

31.  At Stepaside I attended a saint meeting in the morning but felt 

very weak in body so that I could not go out to preach in the 

afternoon but I walked 8 miles to Narberth Station and endeavoured 

to come back to Haverfordwest that night but in great pain. 
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[p 91]  June 1857.  At Haverfordwest all day in bed sick. 

2.  Ditto. 

3.  In Haverfordwest my health restored to a great measure today.  

This day is my birthday.  I am now 25 years old.  I preached in a saint 

meeting at night at George Gibbs’ house. 

4, 5, 6th.  At Haverfordwest very weak in body walked out to Freystrop 

on the 6th 6 miles. 

7.  Walked out to Sutton in the morning.  Had a meeting and 

although very weak I endeavoured to preach about an hour in the 

meeting at Temperness.  Walked back to Haverfordwest 6 miles.  

Took a walk at night. 

8 and 9.  At Haverfordwest feeling very weak in body. 

10.  At Haverfordwest a saint meeting at night. 

11.  Walked out to Sutton to Brother Howels and was out a shooting 

in the afternoon with Brother Howels’ gun.  A saint meeting at John 

Summer’s at night.  Walked back to Haverfordwest about 8 miles. 

12 and 13.  All day in Haverfordwest in the company of Brother Levi 

James a council at night.  Several Elders present. 
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[p92]  June 14.  A saint meeting in the morning at Brother George 

Gibbs’ house and walked out to Cuffern Mountain and held a 

preaching meeting on the top of the mountain.  Had a large 

congregation.  Brother J Gibbs and myself preached a hour each 

and was a convincing with them.  After meeting many listened 

attentively.  Walked 15 miles. 

15.  At Haverfordwest feeling very poorly. 

16.  Went by train to Neyland and walked to Pembroke.  Stayed at 

Richard Jones’.  Traveled 11 miles. 

17.  I visited Sister Davis who was sick and was this night in the Witch 

Methodist Chapel heard a sermon but a very dry bit. 

18.  I walked in the morning to Manorbier and took dinner in Brother 

Davies’.  I walked from there to Tenby.  Slept in Brother Griffiths’.  

Walked 12 miles. 

19.  Walked to Stepaside.  In a saint meeting at night.  Slept at Sister 

Williams’.  Walked 6 miles. 
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[p 93]  June 20.  At Sister Williams’ house the most part of the day.  

Slept at Brother Howels’. 

21.  Had a saint meeting in the morning at Brother Howels’ and 

walked down to Tenby and preached (walked 6 miles) out at 2 

o’clock.  And there came a man by the name of Doctor Sutton a 

Justice of the Peace, to prevent me from preaching.  He brought 

with him a police man to take me into custody and he stated that 

they had plenty of respectable places of worship in Tenby and 

respectable men to preach in them.  My answer to him was that I 

was so respectable as any of them, and their places of worship they 

are counted the houses of prayer but they have made them dens of 

thieves.  And then I showed my licence but of no effect he was 

determined to stop my proceedings.  And I bore my testimony to 

them all and stated that whosoever would raise his hand to stop the 

progress of this work that the Curse of God will be … 
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[p 94]  July 5.  And out in the open air in Pater [Pembroke Dock] at 3 

o’clock to a large congregation of people and at 7 o’clock in 

another part of the town to about 1,000 people.  And some of them 

listened with attention.  I returned to Pembroke to sleep.  Walked 4 

miles. 

6.  Traveled 11 miles to Haverfordwest. 

7.  Went from Haverfordwest to Pembroke.  Was at the Regatta at 

Pater in the company of Brother William Thomas and Sister Eliza 

Jones of Pembroke.  Was out a cruising upon the water in a boat.  I 

enjoyed myself first rate.  Walked 11 miles. 

8.  Went from Pembroke to Manorbier.  Had a conversation with a 

man in the way concerning the gospel.  I called him a liar to his 

face.  I proved him to be so.  Walked 8 miles. 

9.  From Manorbier to Stepaside had a saints’ meeting.  Walked 11 

miles. 

10.  Went to Tenby took a walk with Sister Morgans in the fields in the 

evening.  Walked 7 miles. 
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[p 95]  July 11.  I went in company of Brother Noot to the sea to 

bathe in the morning.  I traveled to Haverfordwest the afternoon 20 

miles, by coach 8 miles. 

12.  Sunday.  Held a saint meeting in the morning at Haverfordwest.  

At Sutton at 1 o’clock and came back to Haverfordwest at 6 to hold 

a council in which three was put out of the Church and 1 

suspended.  Namely William Bowen.  The three put out John and 

Mary and Eliza Reynolds and also I ordained an elder by me, namely 

Phillip Dell.  I walked 5 miles. 

13.  At Haverfordwest making up accounts. 

14.  Walked out to Freystrop in a conversation with Brother Bowen 

concerning his negligence in the kingdom.  He said he had no desire 

to serve God anymore because he did not see the way opening for 

him to go away to Zion.  Walked 6 miles. 

15.  In Haverfordwest a saint meeting at night I preached in it and 

Brother J. Gibbs. 

16.  In Haverfordwest and 17 and 18.  Settling account with Swansea 

office. 
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[p 96] July 17.  Went to Robeston Wathen to preach at 1 o’clock in 

company of Brother Howels of Sutton, farmer, and one by the name 

of Uriah Merriman came and opposed us.  He lectured after I 

preached for a long time and made light of the principles of the 

gospel.  He have been in the Church 6 years.  I spoke after him a 

short time.  And west from there to Narberth.  We preached there at 

4 o’clock and he came there also and preached against us.  May 

the God of Heaven reward him I say we walked 20 miles. 

20.  In Haverfordwest and 21. To Wrebery(?) . 

22.  In company with Brother Taylor in Haverfordwest in a saint 

meeting at night. 

23.  Went to Sutton, took tea with Brother Howels.  Attended a saint 

meeting there.  Walked 7 miles. 

24.  In Haverfordwest in the company with Brother Taylor. 

25.  In Haverfordwest. 
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[p 97]  July 26.  Sunday went down to Pater and Pembroke.  Had a 

saint meeting in the morning in Pembroke a preaching meeting at 

Pater at 3 o’clock and at 7 o’clock in company of Brother Taylor, but 

was very much opposed by.  We was under the obligation to close 

our meeting because of the mob.  They followed us and shouted us 

for a half mile.  Traveled 15 miles. 

27.  Walked to Milford 7 miles very wet. 

28.  At Milford a meeting at night.  I preached and Brother Taylor had 

a good meeting. 

29.  Walked to Haverfordwest 8 miles.  Had a saint meeting at night.  I 

had a little conversation with a young girl by the name of Nicklas 

(Nicholas)  in Brother Gibbs’house concerning the principles of the 

Gospel. 

30.  Went to Cuffern mountain 10 miles in the company of Brother 

Taylor.  Had a saint meeting 4 sisters with us. 

31.  In Haverfordwest a writing. 

1 August.  Went from Haverfordwest to Stepaside with Brother Taylor.  

Slept with Brother Howels.  Traveled 19 miles. 
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[p98]  2 August.  In Stepaside a saint meeting at ten.  Another at two 

o’clock I and Brother Taylor preached in them.  We then walked to 

Tenby and collected the saints together out in a field to have a saint 

meeting near the town, in consequence of us not having a room in 

town to hold meetings.  We then walked back to Stepaside in 

company with sister Pamelia and Mary Williams.  Brother Taylor and 

myself slept in their house.  We walked 12 miles. 

3.  In Stepaside we went a bathing in the sea. 

4.  We went to bathe in the morning and then started for 

Haverfordwest, the distance of 19 miles. 

5.  In Haverfordwest a saint meeting at night. 

6.  Brother Taylor left for Carmarthen.  I stayed in Haverfordwest.  

Very wet weather. 

7.  In Haverfordwest and 8th also a writing. 

9.  Sunday went out to Sutton to a meeting at one o’clock.  Back to 

Haverfordwest at 6 o’clock and held a open council in which Elder 

William Bowen was cut out of the Church for neglect of duty.  He 

was my first councilor.  Walked 6 miles. 

 


