
LETTER FROM COUNCIL BLUFFS TO PRESIDENT W. PHILLIPS. 

Council Bluffs, Dec. 25, 1849. 

 

DEAR BROTHER PHILLIPS,—I think it would be beneficial to give a few of my thoughts with respect to the 

necessary things for the distant journey which many of my brothers and sisters will be facing before long. 

The first thing to have is a good supply of patience; for grumbling does no one any good; and if they are 

to have a trouble-free and successful journey, let everyone resolve to keep the counsels of the president. If 

they do not do that, they are likely to lose the Spirit of God from their midst; the evil one will enter, and 

then it is not easy to get him out. Even though many of our company fell victim to the cholera, I know of 

but one or two of them who did not find fault with the president’s way of doing things; thus, the voluntary 

obedience was not from the heart—some were not content with those whom Bro. Jones selected to 

oversee some matters because so and so was older in the Church, &c. I repeat, take care and beware of 

that spirit; remember the counsel of the Lord Jesus Christ—i.e., listen to the voice of your shepherd. If so 

done, the journey will be a successful one. 

 Now I shall mention some other things. All kinds of garden seed would be good to bring over. 

We counsel the craftsmen to bring their tools with them. Writing paper would be of great service, such as 

a quire or two. Those who can, bring tin dishes for treating milk, also crockery, glasses, iron and steel. 

The spades for coal and ore mining here are not worth much, but shovels are expensive, i.e., from 4s. to 

5s. each. You can get shovels in Liverpool for about 10s. for half a dozen. I would be grateful if some of 

the brethren could bring half a dozen shovels from Liverpool for me; it will not be much trouble for them 

to do so. Also half a dozen pitchforks. I would be glad to get them; a shilling each is their price here. It is 

worth bringing all sorts of ironware here, except axes; those are better here than in Britain. The price of 

common iron here is twopence and a halfpenny per pound; small iron is threepence and higher. Calico is 

twice the price; earthenware vessels the same; glasses also are expensive here. 

We advise everyone who will be emigrating to make sure that their boxes are strong, made of dry 

wood; some have suffered losses because their boxes were not dry, and so their clothes become moldy. 

Potatoes on the ocean would be very desirable, and herrings, oat flour, bacon, dried beef, pepper, mustard, 

salt, pickles, onions and oranges. The oranges, in my opinion, are not of much use; apples are better, the 

ones which can be baked or put in cakes. Brandy is beneficial to warm the stomach when it is cold and the 

sea is rough. For seasickness, it would be good to take some things about a fortnight before starting in 

order to cleanse the stomach so that it will be as free from bile as possible. Small children are better 

sailors than adults; they stand on their feet while their parents have one leg too short, or the other too long 

to walk without difficulty. I have written to you before; I hope that you have received my letter and that 

there will be an answer before this one reaches the end of its journey. I sent two copies of the “Frontier 



Guardian” to John Davis. I would be glad to get a copy of “Zion’s Trumpet.” Is it possible for the 

Trumpet to sound across the sea? Many Welsh Saints would be glad to hear it if its voice can reach 

America. I would like to know the terms; perhaps we could put together a plan, so that there could be 

communication every month or more frequently. I shall be grateful to Bro. Davis for his opinion on the 

matter. I should like to have a letter telling when the Welsh intend to set sail, who will be the president, 

&c., so that I can write a letter to St. Louis or New Orleans for someone to meet them. No doubt that 

between now and the time they set out, I can give direction as to some things they can buy there, and sell 

here for a rather good price. It is expected that the gold diggers will come here in the spring in hoards. If 

they come, there will be a chance to make some money quite easily; some make about 400 dollars each in 

a few months by buying things for the gold miners. The Welsh can do the same thing easily with no 

obstacles on their journey. I had a chance myself the first day I set foot on land in the Bluffs to earn 49 

dollars, by selling to them. By now you see the good I can do for the Saints by sending a letter to meet 

them, if I do not come in person. 

We as a Welsh branch are happy, and I have married four, namely John Williams, from 

Monachlog, and Mary Jones, from the neighborhood of Mynydd Aberdare; Edward Evans, Hirwaun, and 

Alice, the daughter of David Richards, the blacksmith. Alexander Owens, Twynyrodyn, has died from 

yellow fever; please inform his wife. Let no one fear the sea; it is lovely to sail on in fair weather; from 

Liverpool to the Sounding is the roughest part. Our tabernacle will be finished by the time you bring the 

immigrants here; it is in the square now. I have heard but once from Bro. Jones after his departure to the 

Valley; he was 500 miles from the Bluffs at the time—he, his wife and child, and the whole company 

were healthy and going along successfully. I expect a mail pouch yet from the Valley in the near future. 

We have heard about the cholera in your midst; there is no more cholera in St. Louis now, and there has 

not been any of this devastating illness in the Bluffs so far. 

Remember me to the officials and to all the Saints, and may the gracious Lord bless you, and 

bring you safe to beautiful Zion, is the wish of my heart. 

I am, your brother in the new covenant, 

WILLIAM MORGAN. 

P.S.—Let it be known that Wm. Jenkins, from Cardiff, is staying in the Bluffs. We heard through 

the gifts that some of the brethren are suffering because of fire and that the destroyer is there in your 

midst. I received letters from Morgan Morgans, E. Thomas, and Morgan Hughes. John Ormond and his 

son and two daughters are here. 


