Jane Jones Edmunds  1852-1891

Uritten by Cherlotte Parry Clark (s grand-daughter ) from notes taken from

conversations with her Mother, Charlotte Ann BEdmunds Parry, who wes the fift
child of Jane Jones Edmmds and NVathaniel Zdmmnds, The materiel under guotations
wes copied from an article writtem by Gustive 0., Lerson, Eistory Deperiment,

Erighen Young Universityond from " Ordeel Tty Handcart® by Wellace Stegner.

Jane Jones Edmmds was born in Merthyr ’I;dﬁ.l, Glamorganskire, South Vales,
larch 29, 1832, Her parents were David Jones and Mery Rowlends, When che was
only zeventeen or eighteen years of age she heerd the Gosvel vreached Ly cur #/
¥issicaeries, Dbecame converted and was baptized in 1850, She wus the first of
her ferdily te join the Church, Her paerenis felt so ashamed and disgraced thas
they turned her out, They drew their blinds, which was a custcmary exhibition
of grief vhen a member of a femily was taken by death, William Phillips, Presidant
of that Eranch of the Church, befriended her snd gave her z hame, ILater, her
zother Lecame ill and Jane returned home to care for her during her last illness,

g0 evidently she wees partially forgiven by her perents., Her mother died April 20,

(n December €, 1851 Jane married latheniel Idmunds, He hed been beptized
into the Church in 1848, so may have influenced her to listen to the Gospel
Message, Netheniel worked in the Crashaw Steel !4ills, possibly in Dowlis, Vales.
Their oldest child, & boy, died when six weeks old, G

She left Liverpool, FEngland in 2pril 1856 with her husbend and year old san
for Uteh., They spent e little over six weeks on the Atlantic, and disembariked st
Poston to entrein for the western railroad terminal at Iows City. " So fer they
nzd caught only straining glimpses of imerice through smeared train windows or

from station platforms, Now they encountered things that piety and hope had not
enticipated, The Iowz heai was imtense and steamy. Reared under north Burope's
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grey skies, the pale novices sweltered, crowded three and fowr families

to & %snt, while they weibed for the handcarts to be built, Children whined with
aricidy heat, there was not enough food, Iowe natives were often hosille and
uncharitable to Mormons, In the long grass of river bottom and woods, unseen
insects bit their ankles and left red swollen, ditching patches, " In Vales,
novody had told them about chiggers,

They had planned this migretion for five years and so had saved their
uoney and generously supplied themselves with clothing znd supplies to last for
years, Like meny others who came here with the Handcart Ccmpanies, they lefd
their possessions in boxes on the Plains, expecting them to be rlcked up loter
by wagons and trought to Utah., They did not receive any of them, jccording ic
¥allece Stegner the load limit on each hendcert wes seventeen pounds for esci
adult, ten for eack child,

The handczxrts were reedy now, maede of " cak snd hickory &nd Duilt the
width of & wagon so 23 to roll easily in the ruts of the Cregon and lormon Trails,
Seyond Iowe City " lay neerly 1,40C miles to be covered by fool with handceris.
The first three hundred miles were through settled Iowa which offered orportunity
for the novices to accustom themselves to the environment end methed of travel.,
Their finel jumping off place wes Florence, Nebreecie( formerly Mormon inter
fucrters ) beyond which stretched the wildermess,"

» Pitted cgainst the terrain, climate, ond cdistance wos & conglomerzigon
of urban factory workers, colllers, eic, more zealous for the kingdom then
robust in body."

They treveled with the third Campany, led by Edwerd Dunker, They errived - -
fatllorence sunburmed znd dusiy, eerly in July and efter ten dgre cf rest snd
reveirs siretched their line of cne hundred handcerts westward on July 20,
Pive commisary wagons drawn oy three span of oxen each trailed behind,n

" This third perty had such & phenomenally lucly pessege, ¢iscounting
the usuzl discamforts of the trail, and the occasicnal znd expected deaths,

that the) seemed to demonstrate teyond zll doubt the excellence of Zrighan
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Young's hzndeert plan, In spite of the presence of muny ola pecple this company
everzged twenty miles & day, s ageinst the ordinary ox-trein average cof little
hetter than ten,"They ceme into Selit Laie Valley on October Z, 1838,

Jene had lived 21l her 1ife in & large industrisl city in South Velss. "het
en ad usteent she had to make in her new home, In Uteh they want to Spenisa Fork
with william R, Jones who was choir leader in 3penish Fork., & very fine mexm,
Here they lived in ¢n esrthy, damp dugout, They lived there o or three years.

Their son Thomss Jones wes born there in March of 1858, He was born with =

n orocked" foot end it was necesscry to Sake him to & doctor i freguent lnlervils
during She early pert of his life. The neerest doctor was at Provo, This deveted
voung mother walked with her bave in her arms o Provo sné back every Uwe weels
4o see L}z her son hed proper cere. It became quite normel except that it was
shorter then the other foot, He grew to be & tall, handsome a=n ,

The Temily moved to the smell town of Vales, which wes gettled mostly vy
their cowmtrymen, Jane was & cowmsellor in the first Relief Coclety crganized
in Weles., CShe imiitted family stockings, patched quilts, made fanily clothing,
ahe hed & very good singing voice, She wes said te heve Teen a Leautifud wonen,
large tnd well proportioned, &She had blue eyes z2nd mediwm brown hair, Che wes
shout five feet five and a half inches tell, &he was well thought of end wus
refined in manner.

She died December 12, 1891 =fter a short illness, Ihe seeningly wvee
zetting better whem she suddenly passed eway. Trom her symploms it is now
supposed that she may heve had a ruptured eppendix,

This vas ny grendmother, She is typical of encestors nearly ell of us, wio
were born in the Church have had, I wish to express my eprrecistlon to ner
memory for the strength of character that she possessed, Would I have had the
courage, when still in my teens te leave my perenis and home for the Jospel?

n There are scme people who say they etiach no importance to & men's descent



or to femily honors and despise those who do. Perhaps they may bve sincere but
their judgement in this matter is certainly erronecus and their feeling wmaturel,”
" The glory of children®, says the wisest of men, " are their fathers,"..,."end

an hcnorable descent should be highly velued,"

Children of Nathaniel Edmunds end Jane Jones Edmunds
David J.
John J,
Thomas J.
Vary Jane
§ chzriotte Ann @
Sarah
fdannah

Eliza



